
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Orange and ENGIE pursue their commitment to the  
electrification of rural Africa 

 
 
Orange and ENGIE have today launched a plan to deploy nearly 1,000 solar kits in Senegal, Côte 
d'Ivoire and Cameroon. Several villages in rural areas have been identified to participate in the first 
phase of this pilot program, prior to deployment on a larger scale. 
 
The kits include a solar panel connected to a battery that can be used to provide domestic appliances 
with electricity. They also contain a remote control solution and a mobile payment system, providing a 
decentralized source of renewable electricity to homes that are not connected to the grid. The solar kits 
can be used as a lighting solution with LED lamps, to operate small electrical appliances (radio, 
television, etc.) or to recharge mobile phones. 
 
This equipment offers an alternative solution, at low cost, that can replace petroleum lamps, disposable 
batteries or diesel-powered devices, which are all potentially dangerous pollutants. 
 
Within the framework of this partnership, ENGIE will supply the solar kits through BBOXX and Fenix 
International, both of which are companies that have worked with ENGIE for several years and that 
have become references in the supply of solar-powered equipment. ENGIE will also take responsibility 
for the installation and maintenance of the equipment. Orange will ensure the commercial deployment 
and management of billing via "Orange Money". The service will allow customers to pay rent for the use 
of the equipment, allowing them to pay by instalment rather than through an upfront investment. In 
addition, this mobile payment system offers customers a simple and secure way to pay remotely, thus 
avoiding the need to travel long distances with cash. 
 
Access to energy is a major challenge for the African continent. Around 90% of the population of sub-
Saharan rural Africa does not have access to the electricity grid. In this context, Orange and ENGIE 
signed an agreement in 2015 to collaborate on ways to develop the electrification of rural areas and to 
optimize the supply of electricity to telecoms infrastructure in Africa. During the COP22 conference, 
Orange and ENGIE reaffirm their commitment to leveraging their technological expertise to stimulate 
sustainable progress and economic and social development on the African continent. 
 
ENGIE in Africa 
ENGIE has been present in Africa for over 50 years, where it operates in the fields of electricity, natural 
gas and services. ENGIE has a cumulated energy capacity of approximately 3,000MW across power 
plants in operation or under construction. ENGIE is also working on decentralized electricity production 
for isolated companies and rural villages in order to achieve the global goal of providing 20 million 
people with electricity by 2020. The Group is also researching opportunities for the deployment of home 
solar systems and mini-grids, as well as its policy to promote the use of solar energy to power telecoms 
towers in areas not connected to the electricity grid. 
ENGIE is also present through its solidarity investment fund, “ENGIE Rassembleurs d'Énergies”, which 
invests in sustainable energy access projects for vulnerable populations. 
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Orange in Africa 
Orange is present in 21 countries in Africa and the Middle East where, at the end of September 2016, 
it had 113 million customers. With annual growth of around 5%, the continent represents an important 
part of the Group’s international development strategy. 
The Group’s mobile money service, Orange Money, enables customers - including those who do not 
have a bank account - to use their mobile phone to easily carry out a wide range of financial services 
such as money transfers or the payment of bills. This service, which was first launched in Côte d’Ivoire 
in 2008, is now available in 16 countries and is used by over 20 million customers. 
 
 
About ENGIE 
ENGIE develops its businesses (power, natural gas, energy services) around a model based on responsible growth to take on the major 
challenges of energy’s transition to a low-carbon economy: access to sustainable energy, climate-change mitigation and adaptation and the 
rational use of resources. The Group provides individuals, cities and businesses with highly efficient and innovative solutions largely based 
on its expertise in four key sectors: renewable energy, energy efficiency, liquefied natural gas and digital technology. ENGIE employs 154,950 
people worldwide and achieved revenues of €69.9 billion in 2015. The Group is listed on the Paris and Brussels stock exchanges (ENGI) and 
is represented in the main international indices: CAC 40, BEL 20, DJ Euro Stoxx 50, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, MSCI Europe, 
DJSI World, DJSI Europe and Euronext Vigeo (World 120, Eurozone 120, Europe 120 and France 20). 
 
 
About Orange 
Orange is one of the world’s leading telecommunications operators with sales of 40 billion euros in 2015 and 154,000 employees worldwide 
at 30 September 2016, including 95,000 employees in France. Present in 29 countries, the Group has a total customer base of 256 million 
customers worldwide at 30 September 2016, including 194 million mobile customers and 18 million fixed broadband customers. Orange is 
also a leading provider of global IT and telecommunication services to multinational companies, under the brand Orange Business Services. 
In March 2015, the Group presented its new strategic plan “Essentials2020” which places customer experience at the heart of its strategy with 
the aim of allowing them to benefit fully from the digital universe and the power of its new generation networks. 
 
Orange is listed on Euronext Paris (symbol ORA) and on the New York Stock Exchange (symbol ORAN). 
For more information on the internet and on your mobile: www.orange.com, www.orange-business.com or to follow us on Twitter: 
@orangegrouppr. 
Orange and any other Orange product or service names included in this material are trademarks of Orange or Orange Brand Services Limited. 
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Press contact  

Tel. France: +33 (0)1 44 22 24 35 
E-mail: engiepress@engie.com 
 

ENGIEgroup 

Investor relations contact  

Tel.: +33 (0)1 44 22 66 29 
E-mail: ir@engie.com 
 

 
Press contact at Orange 
 

Tom Wright, +33 1 44 44 93 93, tom.wright@orange.com   
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